On distribution of different fecapentaenes, the fecal mutagens, in the human population.
It has been shown by an HPLC analysis using a quarternary solvent mixture in an isocratic mode that human excretors of these fecal mutagens excrete both fecapentaene -12 and -14 but the ratios vary greatly between individuals. Since these mutagens are produced by the bacterial flora of the colon, this may indicate differences in the flora between these individuals or differences in the availability of different precursor molecules in their colons. Any relationship of these findings to the etiology of colonic cancer is not clear.